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Parkinson's hope over 'glasses’

A pair of glasses which use
virtual imagery could help
people with Parkinson's
disease cope with walking
problems, scientists say.

The device uses light to project
images in front of the user,
helping them to focus and
control their movement.

Researchers at Oxford

= Printable version

Many people with Parkinson's
experience problems walking

Computer Consultants are now putting the headset forward for

clinical trials.

Many people with Parkinson's have mobility problems but only
one in 20 will benefit from the headsets.

People with Parkinson's, a degenerative brain disease which
affects 3% of people over 75, do not produce enough
dopamine - a chemical messenger responsible for allowing
humans to control their movement.

Some people with the disease suffer from freezing, which
renders them unable to move once they stop.

The headset, which could cost
£1,400, works by producing
visual clues - an accepted
method of combating freezing.

People with Parkinson's who
freeze can be prompted to
start walking again if objects
are placed in their way and
they have to walk round
them.

“ It has been known for
some time that visual cues
can assist in overcoming
these distressing problems
and this innovative use of
technology may provide a
novel solution

29

Robert Medowcroft, of the
Parkinson's Disease Society

Lights from the headset create a tunnel-effect, which enabled
users in the initial testing stage to focus on the virtual imagery

and move more freely.
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Project co-ordinator Reynold Greenlaw said: "This is a major
achievement, especially when you take into account that
falling is the second greatest cause of death in people with
Parkinson's disease.

"It has an enormous effect on their quality of life and does not
rely on any drugs or surgery."

Peter Walters, of the EU research and technology team which
is helping to fund the project, said the headsets had the
potential to "improve the quality of life" of many people.

"This is another example of how technology is being developed
into applications that reach way beyond what are considered
the normal boundaries of computer buffs.”

And Robert Medowcroft, director of policy at the Parkinson's
Disease Society, said the headsets were "encouraging".

"Those people with the condition who experience problems
with 'freezing' and then starting to walk may find this device
to be very helpful.

"It has been known for some time that visual cues can assist
in overcoming these distressing problems and this innovative
use of technology may provide a novel solution."

Ed E-mail this to a friend =k Printable version

LINKS TO MORE HEALTH STORIES

| Select | ol

News Alerts E-mail services Mobiles/PDAs Headlines for your site

Help Privacy and Cookies Policy News sources About the BBC Contact us

News Front Page | World | UK | England | Northern Ireland | Scotland | Wales | Politics
Business | Entertainment | Science/Nature | Technology | Health | Education
Have Your Say | Magazine | In Pictures | Week at a Glance | Country Profiles | In Depth | Programmes

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4299143.stm (2 of 2)06/02/2006 8:21:51 pm


http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4299143.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4299143.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4299143.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4299143.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3533099.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/email/news
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3304673.stm
https://ssl.bbc.co.uk/syndication/html/registration/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3281815.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/info/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/newswatch/ukfs/hi/feedback/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/week_at-a-glance/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/default.stm

	news.bbc.co.uk
	BBC NEWS | Health | Parkinson's hope over 'glasses'


	EKPOPAKJHBPNBJBHCPKACCMIIDJLPKEH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4299143.stm
	f2: nol
	f3: Domestic


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: [#]

	f2: 




